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Cleaning Your Sewing Machine —
Beginner-Friendly Checklist

This guide covers top-loading (drop-in bobbin) and front-loading (horizontal bobbin)
domestic sewing machines. It is designed for beginners and includes safe cleaning, basic
oiling, and guidance on when to book a professional service. Follow each step
carefully to avoid damage.

General Safety and Preparation

e Read through your sewing machine’s manual before cleaning. If you don’ t have a
manual they can typically be downloaded for free.

e Always unplug your machine before cleaning.

e Gather proper tools: small screwdriver, lint brush, tweezers, soft cloth, and sewing
machine oil.

e Avoid compressed air or household sprays — these can push lint further inside or
damage electronics.

e Work in a well-lit area with a clean surface.

e Keep small parts in a tray to avoid losing them.

Top-Loading (Drop-In Bobbin) Machines

1. Remove external parts

e Take off the bobbin cover and remove the needle
o Remove the bobbin.
e Detach any presser foot and needle plate, if removable.

2. Clean internal areas

e Use a lint brush to remove threads, lint, and dust from:
o Bobbin case and compartment
o Feed dogs
o Under the needle plate

e Use tweezers for trapped threads.

e Wipe accessible areas with a soft, dry cloth.

3. Lubricate (if manufacturer allows)

e Apply 1-2 drops of sewing machine oil to moving parts as indicated in your
manual.
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e Avoid over-oiling; wipe away excess oil to prevent stains on fabric.

4. Reassemble

e Replace the bobbin, cover, needle plate, presser foot, and any other removed parts.
e Run the machine without thread for a few stitches to distribute oil.

5. Check for professional servicing

e Book a service if you notice:
o Unusual noise or stiffness
o Inconsistent stitches
o Timing or tension issues
o Difficulties in threading or bobbin movement

Final Tips and Checklist

e Clean your machine regularly (every three bobbins is a handy average or as
recommended in the manual).

Always refer to the machine manual for lubrication points and instructions.
Never use household sprays, compressed air, solvents or WD40

Keep a small maintenance kit handy: brush, cloth, tweezers, sewing machine oil.
Schedule professional servicing once a year or if problems appear.

74 Quick Checklist:

Unplug machine

Remove bobbin, needle, needle plate, presser foot
Brush out lint with proper tools

Use tweezers for trapped threads

Wipe accessible surfaces

Oil moving parts if manual allows

Reassemble

Run test stitches

Note any issues for professional service
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