
 

Buying A Sewing Machine Privately 

Important note before you start 

This guide is designed to help you ask better questions and carry out basic visual and 
functional checks when buying a second‑hand sewing machine through a private sale. It is 
not a guarantee of condition, and it is not a substitute for a professional mechanical 
inspection or full service. 

Even if every step in this guide is followed, faults may still be present or may develop 
shortly after purchase. Sewing machines can suffer from hidden wear, intermittent faults, 
ageing electronics, previous poor repairs, or internal damage that is not visible during a 
viewing or obvious in videos. 

Any decision to purchase a machine using this guide is made entirely at the buyer’s own 
discretion and risk. The author cannot accept responsibility for machines purchased 
privately that later require repair, servicing, replacement parts, or are found to be unsuitable 
for the buyer’s needs. 

Private sales usually offer no warranty, no returns, and no consumer protection beyond 
what you can verify yourself. This is why caution — and sometimes walking away — is part 
of buying well. 

If in doubt, walk away. There will always be another machine. 

 

What this guide can and cannot do 
The checks below are surface‑level and user‑led. They can help you: 

●​ Spot obvious red flags 

●​ Judge how a machine has been treated 

●​ Decide whether the asking price feels realistic 

They cannot assess: 

●​ Internal wear or damage 

●​ Electrical safety 

●​ Timing, alignment, or calibration 

●​ Long‑term reliability 

These require tools, experience, and partial disassembly. 

 



 

Steps you can take before viewing or buying 
Use these questions and requests to build a clearer picture of the machine and the seller 
before you commit to seeing or buying it. 

●​ Ask how long they have owned the machine, what they typically sew, and how often 
it is used. This helps you gauge general wear and tear. 

●​ Ask how regularly the machine is cleaned and serviced, and whether there are any 
known issues. This gives insight into maintenance habits and whether the price 
reflects reality. 

●​ Ask for clear photos of the machine from all sides, including: 

○​ Power cable and plug 

○​ Foot pedal (top, underside, and cable entry) 

●​ Ask for photos of any accessible internal areas that should reasonably be kept clean. 

●​ If anything looks unclear or concerning, request close‑up photos or short videos. 

●​ Ask for videos of the machine running with sound, sewing the types and thicknesses 
of fabric you actually plan to use. For example, watching a machine sew a single 
layer of cotton is not comparable if you intend to sew a quilt of multiple layers of 
fabric for garments. 

●​ Asking why they are selling is optional. Sellers are not obliged to justify their 
reasons, and it is not a reliable indicator of condition. 

●​ Ask for a copy of the most recent service invoice, including any notes or 
recommendations made at the time. 

●​ If a service invoice is provided, you may contact the named service engineer to 
confirm: 

○​ They exist and carried out the work 

○​ The document is genuine 

○​ The dates and listed work tally 

●​ When making contact, be aware that GDPR limits what information a service 
engineer can share. They may usually confirm factual information about their own 
business records (for example, that they serviced a specific machine on a certain 
date), but they cannot disclose personal details about the seller, payment 
information, addresses, or any data not already visible on the invoice. Refusal to 
share additional information should not be taken as a red flag — it is often a legal 
obligation 



 

A note on checklists 
Passing these checks does not guarantee the condition, longevity, or future 
performance of the machine. 

A machine can appear to run well and still require significant work shortly afterwards. This 
is especially common with machines that have sat unused, have ageing electronics, or 
have been poorly maintained in the past. 

Paying safely in a private sale (UK) 
How you pay matters. Download Pedal & Treadle’s free information on how to protect 
yourself and your money when buying a second hand machine. 

Guarantees & Warranties in a private sale (UK) 
Find out if you have any assurance or come back. Download Pedal & Treadle’s free 
information on the differences between Guarantees & Warranties, and how to ensure any 
guarantee that is offered actually means something. 

When to consider a professional inspection 
For machines over £200 in value, or where you want confidence before committing to a 
purchase, a professional pre‑purchase inspection is strongly recommended. 

Pedal & Treadle offers an independent inspection service which can identify mechanical, 
electrical, safety, and wear‑related issues that are not detectable during a casual viewing or 
through photos and videos. 

This can help you: 

●​ Avoid expensive surprises 

●​ Decide whether the asking price is fair 

●​ Walk away with confidence if the machine is not right 

Inspection availability, pricing, and scope can be provided on request. 

 

This guide reflects practical experience, not a promise. Sewing machines are mechanical 
objects, and all mechanical objects eventually need attention. 
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